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the transference of responsibility at the Centre should be
effected somewhat on the lines of the Constitution of
Ceylon. The provisions for safeguards should be reduced
to a minimum, and those that were necessary should be
mainly for the protection of the masses from exploitation.
They would not, for example, empower the Governor-
General to safeguard the financial stability and credit of
India, and it is suggested that the Reserve Bank should
be under political control. They recommended that there
should be provision for the introduction of Adult Franchise
as soon as possible but there should be now further extension
of the franchise to women and labour. They were strongly
opposed to the creation of Second Chambers in the Legis-
latures and saw no reason for the provision of special
electorates.
The second amendment was submitted by the members
of the Conservative Party in the Committee who \vere opposed
to the White Paper proposals. They were strongly opposed
to conceding responsible government in the Centre but
prepared to grant a measure of provincial autonomy.
They proposed to establish a Council of Greater India, con-
taining representatives of every Province and State, the
advice of which would be sought by the Viceroy on every
issue which is of interest to India as a whole. The amend-
ment took the form of protests rather than constructive
counterproposals and proceeded to set out " the true char-
acter of the Indian problem " in the following sombre words.
Lord Salisbury and his small band of colleagues write :
". . . The demand for federation without the provision
of equality of status in the units; the claim of Indians to
self-government notwithstanding the lack of personal
experience and inherited guidance wMch handicaps them in
exercising the higher functions of Government; the im-
possibility of any real contact in direct representation
between the people and their representatives ; the profound
communal differences which split Indian society into frag-
ments impossible to coalesce ; the novelty of provincial

